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TOMTAT

Ngu i Khmer nwdc ta cé khodng trén 70 van, cutri chi yéu & Nam Bé, nhét ld &'tinh D6ng bdng séng Ciru
Long, déng bao séng trdi dai theo cdc giéng (phao), thanh cdc Phum, Srok xen ké véi ngudi Viét va nguoi
Hoa. Trong d&i séng tinh thén cua ngudi Khmer, khéng thé khéng ké téi dao Phét. Phét gido Nam Téng du
nhép vao ngudi Khmer & déy vao thé ky Xill va tré thanh tén gido chinh théng cta ho. Do nhu cdu thuc
hién cdc 1€ nghi tén gido va cd noi sinh hoat tinh thén cho ba con trong tirng khu vire khdc nhau ma chua
Khmerra ddi. Baiviét nay st dung phwong phdp van dung ly thuyét chire nding ciia Radcliffe—Brown va B.
Malinowski cting vdi cdc dir liéu khoa hoc va thuece tién thu duoc qua hoat déng dién da — tréi nghiém va
phén tichvédn bédn véi muctiéulam ré cdc chire ndng vé méttémly, dao dire, cé két cdng déng, nhdn manh
vaitrd gido duc vdn héa dén tdc cia nha chta déivdi doi séng cd nhén va cdng déng nguei Khmer & Nam
Bé trong béi cdnh hién nay. Két qua cho thdy Chua Khmer Nam Bé la mét khéng gian thiéng liéng cé vai
trové ciing quan trong déivdéi doi séng vdn héa tin ngudng va tinh than cua ngudi Khmer & viing Nam B6

trong viéc gilt ginva phdt huy cdc gid trivan hda ddn téc.

Tirkhoa: Chtua Khmer, Nam Bg, chirc ndng.

1. DAT VAN BE

Trong cdc dan toc thiéu s6 & Viét Nam, ngudi
Khmer & Nam B la cong dong dan tdc c6 dan sd
twong déi lon. Véi dan s6 khoang 1.3 triéu nguoi
[1], ngwdi Khmer sinh séng phan bé chi yéu & 9
tinh TdAy Nam Bo, nhiéu nhat [a & Tra Vinh, Séc
Trang...

Chua Khmer theo Phat gido Nam Tong da cd vi tri
quan trong déi v&i doi séng tén gido cla ngudi
Khmer Nam B&. Nguwdi Khmer sdng trong cac Srok,
moi Srok thudng cé it nhat mdt ngdi chua. Theo s6
liéu cia Gido hoi Phéat gido Viét Nam qua bdo cdo
cla cac Ban Tri sy Phat gido cac tinh thanh cé tin d6
cla Phat gido Nam Téng sinh sdng, tinh dén cudi
nam 2018 c6 462 chua Khmer, 8,574 vi su sa [2].
Diéu nay cho thay rang, nha chtia Khmer d3 cé strc
anh hudng sdu dam d6i véi doi sdng cha ngudi
Khmer néi riéng va déi véi su 6n dinh, phét trién
cliakhuvyec Nam BO ndichung.

Nha chua Khmer tr&@ thanh noi thé hién cé dong
nhat ban sic vin hoa Khmer trén ca hai phuong
dién vat chat va tinh than. Nhirng gid tri van hoa vat
chat chd yéu chluia thé hién & nghé thuat kién truc,
diéu khac, hoi hoa... Nhitng gia tri vin hda tinh
than thé hién nha chua 13 trung tdm sinh hoat tén
gido, van héa I&n clia cdng dong dan cu, cac |8 hoi
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truyén théng cta ngwdi Khmer lay chua lam trung
tam va gan va&i vin hda Phat gido. Day 1a nhitng gid
trivan héa dic trung, thé hién sac thai van héa doc
ddo rieng cé ctia dan toc Khmer, 13 vii khisdc bén dé
chéng lai sy “xdm lang” van héa cla nuédc ngoai
trudc bdi canh toan ciu hda, giao lvu qudc té réng
rai nhw ngay nay. Nha chua Khmer 1a noi hoi tu, két
tinh nhiéu gid trivan hda.

Nha chta Khmerluén gan bé véidan toctrong qua
trinh xay dung va phét trién dat nudc. Pac biét,
trong béi canh nwdc dang dirng trwdc thach thire
clUa sy phattrién cé phan mat can déivathiéu bén
virng bdi cé tang trudng kinh té€ nhuwng van hoa bi
mai mét, dao dirc bi suy d6i, tdng trwdng kinh té
lam can kiét tai nguyén thién nhiénva pha hdy moi
truong sinh thai. Cau hoi nghién clru dat ra nha
chua Khmer Nam Bd d3 ¢ nhirng vai tro nhu thé
nao ddi v&i doi séng cla ngudi dan cling nhu
trong viéc gilr gin va phat huy ban sac van héa dan
tdc & Nam B&? Bai viét nay khai quat vai tro gido
duc, van héa dan tdc clia nha chua Khmer Nam Bd
theo phan tich chirc nang (theo hudng tiép cén
chi*c ndng cha Radcliffe — Brown va B.
Malinowski) dé thay dwoc gid tri vé clng to 1&n
cGianhachltaKhmer.
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Viéc khdo sat, phan tich va danh gia gia tri cling nhu
vai trd cia nha chta Khmer dudi géc nhin van hoa
la hét sirc can thiét. Nghién ciru nay budc dau gia
dinh rang nha chua Khmer Nam B6 déng gop rat
l&n vao viéc chung tay gép strc gitt gin ban sdc van
héa, phong tuc tap quan, pham chat dao dirc, cot
céch con ngudi Viét Nam; cang ¢d tinh than yéu
nwdc va tinh doan két dan téc; gép phan nang cao
déan triva huy dong sy tham gia tich cuwc clia nguoi
danvao caclinh vucxa hoi.

2. Chirc nang ctia nha chua Khmer &@ Nam B

B4t ky mot sdn pham van hda nao cling mang gid tri
nhat dinh d&i v&i con ngudi, hon nita sdn pham ay
lai c6 qua trinh phat trién dai l1au trong lich sir dé
khang dinh vi tri trong doi séng van héa ctia mat
cdng déng ngudi. Chuia Khmer Nam B& mang mot
gia tri to 1&n va duogc cu thé hoda trong cac chirc
nang cla nha chuia déi v&i ngudi dan khu viee Nam
BG. Theo Radcliffe — Brown, ton gido tin ngudng co
chirc ndng: tao quy cl va nhirng cdm giac tich cuc,
gan két cac thanh vién trong cong dong, tao va tai
tao strc séng (vitalizing & revitalizing) di san cla
mot nhdm ngudi va truyén dat gid tri cho mot thé
hé tiép theo([3, tr.507]. V&ivaitrd gido ducvan hda
dan tdc clia nha chua Khmer, tac giad gia dinh nha
chuia cling cé nhitng chirc nang twong tu cac chire
nang ton gido nhu Radcliffe — Brown khang dinh
(chtrc ndng tdm li, chirc ndng vé mat dao dirc, chirc
nang gido duc va cd két cong dong) va sé chirng
minh cho gid thuyé&t nay bang cac dit liéu thyc té.

2.1.Chircnangtamly

Nha chua Khmer vdi cac sinh hoat van hoda, tam
linh va |& hoi 1a noi gan két niém tin, tinh cdm, tam
linh, mong wdc, hy vong clia nguwdi Khmer vé cudc
séng twong lai. Ngbi chlia dugc coi nhu ngdi nha
chung ctia nhan dan trong Phum, Srok. Tt khi sinh
ra dén lGc chét di, ho déu gén bé véi ngdi chua. Khi
sinhra, ho duoc|am |& cau an tai chua. Khi chét, ho
dwoclam1é hda thiéu, nhap cét glri vao thap chua.

Gia dinh ngudi Khmer cé ngudi 6m dau, bénh tat,
thién tai, hoan nan...thi ho tim dén nha chlia. Trong
cac d6i twong tim dén nha chla thi nhirng ngudi &
vao dé tudi co strc khde yéu, hay 6m dau cling
nhiéu hon nhitng ngudi khde manh binh thuong.
D3c biét, nhitng ngudi & vao tinh thé ngat nghéo,
dirng trwdce cai chét, khi xay ra hoan nan, tai bién
trong gia dinh trong cdng déng, dong bao Khmer
déu cdu mong Pirc Phat Thich Ca d6 tri, moi su sai
trong chlia dén 1am 1&, doc kinh niém Phat mong
cho tai qua nan khéi hodc nhitng sy viéc hé trong,
cap thiét cling thwdng tim cac vi s trong nha chla
dé duoc an Ui, chi bao nhw mét hi vong cudi cung.
Qua phoéng van su Ca cla cac chua trong ving, ¢
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thé nhan thiy cdc trudng hop phd bién nhu:
nhitng ngudi bi bénh d3 di ciru chita nhiéu noi
khong hét, thi da tim dén cau xin Birc Phat Thich Ca
dé dwoc thudc chira khoi bénh; hodc nhirng ngudi
cau tu con cai; nhirtng ngwdi dang hoc hanh khi
dirng trwdc mét ky thi quan trong ciing tim dén
cling cau vdi niém hivong vao sy gilip d& cudi cung
- mang tinh siéu nhién - sau moi c6 ging cta ban
than. Khong cé gi chdc chan rang tat cd nhitng
nguwdi dén chla cau cing déu dugc nhuy. Nhung
v3i ho, sau rat nhiéu nhitng phuong cach khéng
hiéu qua khac, viéc tim dén sy gitp d& cta cdc nha
suw va Phat Thich Ca 13 hi vong cuéi, 1a ctru cénh, 13
ddng lyc tinh than gidp ho cé niém tin va nghi luc
dé tiép tucvuonléntrong cudcsdng.

Bé&n canh d6, trong mdi Phum, Srok nha nao cé
dadm cwdi, dam tang, niém vui, n6i budn ho déu toi
gap su, 18 Phat dwoc cac vi su chia bui sé ngot, tung
kinh Iam phuéc. Trong gia dinh, khi gdp mau thuin
hay vuéng mac, ho thudng trd chuyén, trao d&i vdi
cécvisu dé tim cach giadi quyét. Cac vi su sdi Khmer
theo Phat Gido Nam Tong vdi triét ly séng lam
phudc d3 dén véi dan ching nhitng lic ho kho
khan nhat ma khéng can dén bat c diéu kién nao
nén ho rat duwoc long dan, 12 mot diém twa tinh
than cho nhitng ngudi dan. Nha chua trd thanh noi
glri gdm tam tu, tinh cdm, nhirng ky niém cudc doi,
tréthanh mét phan mau thit khdng thé thiéu trong
doisong ctia moi ngudi dan Khmer.

Khoéng chithé vao nhirng dip quan trong ciia Phum,
Srok ngudi dan dia phwong nhu mot phép tac bat
thanh van thuworng dén chua trude dé to long thanh
kinh cGia minh 1&n Btrc Phat Thich Ca, sau d& mong
Dlrc Phatluén ché che, phu trg cho moi sy tét lanh.
Su két hop ay c6 nghia rang nha chtia Khmer duoc
ngudi dan xem nhu nhirng vi than bdo hé cda cdng
déng vai wdc vong vao mét su ché che, phtihd cho
céng dong ludn duoc binh an, 1am an khdm kha,
strc khde doéi dao... Nhu thé, viéc thuc hanh cac &
cung trong ndm nhu |1& Phat Dan, 1& Nhap ha, 1é
Xuat ha, Lé Ndm mdi (Pithi Chol Chnam Thmay), 1é
Cung trang (Ok om bok)... ngoai y nghia 1a mot &
tuc truyén théng cta cic cdng dong Khmer , d6
déng thdi con la mét nghi thirc c6 tac dung cing co
niém tin, tao tam Ii tich cwc va sy ¢6 ging nd luc
trong cudc séng cho mdi cd nhan va ca cong dong.

Su Ca & mdi chuia ludn phat huy tinh than doan két
trong Phum, Srok. Dic biét, khi gédp nhitng van dé
cu thé vé an ninh trat ty, sw thwong lang nghe tdm
tw, nguyén vong clia moi ngudi. Tir d6 kip thoi hoa
giai nhitng xich mich, mau thudn phét sinh trong
cudc séng hang ngay.
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Trai qua bao thang tram cua lich s&, nhuwng nha
chua Khmer luén 13 diém twa tinh than virng chic,
la niém ty hao cla ba con trong tirng Phum, Srok
trénvung dat Nam BG.

2.2 Chircndng vé matdao dirc

Hau hét ngudi Khmer & Nam Bo, déu theo Phat
gido Nam Toéng. Ban chat cla tin ngudng tén gido
noéi chung déu 1a hudng thién, dé con ngudi trd
nén tot dep hon. Va céc gido ly cia Phat gido Nam
Tong trong chuia Khmer ciing vay. Nha chuia Khmer
d3 gop phan dinh hwdng thé gidiquan vanhansinh
quan, dinh huéng chuidn muec va luan ly dao dirc,
tao ranép sdng cho con ngudi Khmer Nam Bo [4].

Théng qua céc giai thoai, truyén thuyét Phat gido
vé tién kiép, nhan dirc, cac vi su sii trong chua d3
truyén dat nhitrng gido ly cia Phat gido Nam Téng
dén céc tin d6 va ba con Khmer. Dirc Phat luén day
rang, con nguwdi phai biét séng hién hoa, tu hanh
dat thanh chinh qua dé cé thém nghi luc, rii bod
nhirng bui ban cta cudc doi, luc can s& ludn trong
sang, tri tué s& dugc hién minh. Khi do, thé gian sé
duocbinh an, tat casinh linh sé tran day hanh phuc
[4]. Vi vdy, ngudi Khmer d3 dnh hudng tinh thién
sau sac, tdm long tir bi, nhan ai clia dirc Phat d3
tham sau vao moi ngudi dan Khmer. Ngudi Khmer
s6éng rat nhan ai, bao dung, thwong ngudi. Ho coi
viéc bo thi, cing dwong, lam phic cho chuava gidp
d& nhitng ngwoi kho khan trong phum, sé¢c minh la
viécthién dé “tu nhan, tich dirc” Triét ly dy gitip cho
ngwdi dan Khmer luén biét séng déng cam, chan
hoa, twong tro nhau trong lao dong san xuat va doi
sOngthuong ngay.

Nhitng cau chuyén nay nham ran day con nguoi vé
sy ton kinh d6i vdi Dlrc Phat, khuyén con nguoi
nén hanh x&r ding muc, nén trd thanh nhirng con
nguwdi thién, biét tdn trong cdc vi su va nhitng
nguditu hoc. Nhu vay, nhirng cau chuyén nay da it
nhiéu tac dong dén suy nghi, hanh vi cha con nguoi
theo tu duy “huwdng thién”, budc con ngudi giat
minh tinh ngd trwdc nhirng viéc lam, 1&i ndi bat can
claminh [5, tr.420].

L6i séng cua ngudi Khmer Nam Bé ludn dya trén
nén tang triét ly dao Phat, luén tin twdng vao luat
nhan qua, vithé, trong cudc séng, ho luén lam diéu
thién, 1am phudc luén cdé y thire 1am nhitrng diéu
phai tranh nhirng diéu sai trai d& cau cho diém t6t
lanh d@én véi ban than va con chau. Ho cho rang
viéc thién cang nhiéu thi ndi phic dirc cta ho cang
lén cao mai. Mdt trong nhitng cach lam phudc dé
dang nhat la ciing dudng, bang nhiéu viéc lam khac
nhau nhu goép tién, gép cla, néu khdng co tién,
khdng cé cua thi cd thé gép sirc dé xay duyng, trung
tu, sra chira cac ngbi chua. Ngbi chua la noi chirng
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nghiém céng qua cla tin d6 dé xem ho cé dd diéu
kién |&n cdi cyc lac hay khéng, vivay, ho danh nhiéu
tién cha, cdng strc chdm lo cho ngdi chua dé sau khi
chét linh hén dugc siéu thdat va nhap cbi Niét Ban
mailavinh clru.

V@i cac thdong diép ma cac vi su sdi d3 chuyén tai
dén cong déng dan tdéc Khmer d3 gép phan gido
ducvanhda &ng xr va nhan cach dao dirc cho ho.

DU vao chla tu hay tu tai gia thi nguwdi Khmer déu la
tin d6 cda Phat. Ngudi Khmer di tu khong phai dé
tré thanh Phat ma tu dé trd thanh ngudi cd nhan
cach, c6 pham chat va dao dirc tét theo quan niém
cla ho. Ly twdng séng truyén thdng cla ngudi
Khmer 13 Blirc Phat, cho nén cudc sdng thudng
ngay du la su sdi & chua hay la dan chung tai gia déu
phai rén luyén theo dao phap: Tho gidi — bd thi
tung niém. Tuy theo tirng gidi ma ba tiéu chuan cla
dao phap dugc quy dinh: Ty Khuu tho 4 diéu, 227
gidi trong khi Sadi (ngu@i con trai mdéi vo chla tu)
tho 10 diéu, 20 gidi va dan chuing tho 5 gidi [6,
tr.62]... Theo quy dinh su sdi hang ngay phai tung
kinh tai chua 3 cit: sdng, trua va chiéu téi. Con
nguwdi dan thudng mdi thang phai 1én chla tung
kinh niém Phat it nhat 6 ngay tai Salaream vao
nhirng ngay 5, 8, 15, 20, 23, 30 am lich. Nguoi
Khmer nao cling 1ay viéc lam lanh, tranh viéclam ac
lam |8 sdng thudng ngay. Ho quan niém “bd thi,
lam phudc, ciru gidp déng loai” tirc |a minh d3 [am
viécthién.

Hang ngay cac con séc dang com cho cac vij su sdi,
khong phai 1a quy dinh bt budc. Trai lai, ddi véi
nguwdi Khmer, dwoc cac vi su chiéu c6 dung com ho
dang la mét diéu phudc Ién. Nhiéu gia dinh nguoi
Khmer thudng xuyén quyén gép lam cong dirc vao
chua. Ho coi d6 13 hanh déng thiéng liéng, cao ca.
Lam diéu thién, trdnh diéu ac tré thanh 1& sdng
thudng ngay ma ho ludn tam niém.

Bén canh dd, nha chuia Khmer con tich cuc hudng
(rng va tham gia strc ngudi, strc clia vao hoat déng
tlr thién xa héi. Cac chu tang, phat t& tir xwa dén
nay ludn gitip d& nhirng ngudi c6 hoan canh khé
khan, khéng noi nuwong tua. Tré em mo coi khéng
cé nguodi nudi dudng hodc tré em nghéo duoc
nuwong tua trong chla, cic suw chia sé phan com va
day chit, day dao dirc, day nghé cho cacem. Nguoi
gia khéng noi nuwong tra dugc gitp d& chd &n, chd
& trong chua; duoc sw sdi, tin d6 bd thi, nudi
dudng qua quang doi con lai. Day la viéc lam tdm
dirc hoan toan ty nguyén cua su tang va phat tu,
thuce hién theo gido ly tir bi, phd d6 ching sinh cua
durc Phat.

Cungvdido, van hda Phatgido Nam Tong trong nha
chua Khmer ludn dé cao sy cong bang va binh
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dang. Theo gido ly ctia dirc Phat, ngwoi Khmer rat
ton trong dan chd, binh dang. Trong cdng dong
ngudi Khmer, tat ca déu binh dang trwdc Phat,
khong cé suw phan biét nam nit hay giau ngheo. Gia
tri thue cila mdi ngudi ndm & hanh dong, viéc lam
cliaholathiénhayac.

Khéng nhitng thé, y thirc vé sy hudng thién cua
moi ngudi du cac 1é dién ra trong chuia nhu: 18 Phat
Dan, I& Nhap ha, 1& Xuat ha, 1& ban hanh gido ly, 1&
Cung 6ng ba (Pithi sen Dolta), ... v&i khéng gian —
thoi gian thiéng da trd thanh mét tac dong tich
cuc, giup hinh thanh cach nghi, cach ng x&r dung
muc & nhitng nguoi chiém bai. Trong khong gian
nhu thé, ai cling sé c6 gdng dé gilr tw cach, dn udng,
di dirng cé van hoa, vui choi cé chirng muc, ndi tuc
hay c6 hanh x(r can bdy. D6 khong chi la &rng x(r cé
van héa ma ho nén co trong khong gian ton tai clia
con ngudi vdi con ngudi, ma vé mat tdm linh, do
con la ng x{r tén kinh can cé khi ti€p xuc véi Dirc
Phat, dé Birc Phat Thich Ca chirng giam va dap tng
nguyén cau. Nhu vay, qua nhitng dip dién ra &
trong chua cé chirc ndng giup con ngudi ty diéu
chinh hanh vi, 'ng x& cda ban than dé ngay cang
tré néntét honvaséngcdich hon.

Cé thé néi, nha chlia Khmer d3 gép phan cing c6
cdc gia tri dao dirc truyén théng cla dan tdc trong
céng déng Khmer Nam B, tich cuec xay dung mot
16i s6ng day tinh nhan &i, cong bang, dan chu, vin
minh, gép phan &n dinh trat ty an toan x3 hai,
huéng téi su phét trién bén virng clia con ngudi va
cliax3 hoi.

2.3.Chircnang gidoduc

Cling nho cé tinh huwdng chan —thién—my, cacgido
ly cGla Phat gido Nam Tong trong chua Khmer &
Nam B cé vai tro quan trong vé mat gido duc. D4 la
sy gido duc vé dao ly, truyén théng dau tranh
chéng ngoaixam cua dia phuong, gido ducvé nhan
thirc ding dan cla ngudi dan. D6 con la sw cling ¢
va nhac nhd thé hé tré vé trach nhiém doi vai
nhitrng di sdn kién tric, van héa cla nha chua
Khmer. Trong lich st cling nhu hién tai, nha chua
Khmer ¢ vi tri, vai trd, anh hwdng rat quan trong
trong doi song, tin ngudng cta cdng dong ngudi
Khmer Nam B6. Vao chua dwochocgidoly, hocdao
dirc, hoc gidi luat, theo quy trinh nghiém khac cla
nha chua la méi trwdng tét rén luyén dao hanh cla
con nguoi.

Nha chua Khmer Nam B4 |a truong hoc gdp phan
nang cao dan tri. La mot bao tang lwu trir mot
lvong 1&n céc thu tich ¢8; tdc pham van hoc, nghé
thuat Khmer; phé bién gido ly kinh dién Phét gido;
day va bdo tén chit Pali va chit Khmer [7, tr 52].
Trong hoat déng gido duc & chua Khmer, cac vi su
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sdi déng mot vai tro dac biét quan trong. Trwdc
day, khi chuwa cé hé thong truong cong lap, ho la
ngudi truc tiép td chire, giang day chit cho déng
bao Phat tlr va con em cdac gia dinh Khmer. Bén
canh viéc day chit Khmer, cdc vi su sdi trong chlua
con day chir Pali (chir cha Phat gido nguyén thay)
nham chuyén tai duwgc nhitng ndi dung quan trong
nhat trong kinh dién Phat phip dén véi nguoi
Khmer. D&i véi ngudi Khmer, viéc hoc chit Pali tai
chua d3 tré thanh tap tuc truyén théng, hé [a nguoi
Khmer déu phai hoc chi Pali tai chua. Nh& d6, van
héa Phat gido Khmer khéng bi mai mot ma van
duocbdo ténva phat huy trong thoi dai mai.

Cung véiviéc day chi¥, nha su Khmer con tap trung
truyén day dao ly, tri thirc lam ngudi cho Phat tlrva
ngudi dan trong phum, séc dé ho cé dworc “cdi tdm
lam nguoi dung dao”, virng budc trong con duong
dn & noi tran thé [4]. Theo phong tuc cla ngudi
Khmer ngudi con trai tir 12 tudi thuwdng dugc gl
vao chlia tu mot thoi gian, ngan, dai, tron doituy y,
dé hoc chi, hoc kinh k&, rén luyén thanh ngudi cé
tri thire va dirc hanh. Trong sach day vé dao lam
ngudi chia ngudi Khmer cé cau: “Ri-neak-min-ban-
buos-tuk-chea-tos-knong-samay” (tirc la nhirng
ngudikhong duoctu trong chuala nhirng nguwoi cé
nhiéu tdi 16i trong d&i séng) [6, tr.59]. Do d6 ngudi
con trai Khmer khi dén tudivao chlia tu, nhan do ca
sa tuy khong thanh luat dinh nhwng lai quan trong
hon vi d6 1a “1&” cla cdng ddng. Ngudi con trai
duogc coi la dd tu cach, dd phdm chat va duoc xa
héi trong dung phai la nguoi cé quing thoi gian tu
hoc trong chua. DU c6 dia vi xa hdi nhu thé nao ma
chuwa qua thoi gian tu hoc thi cling khéng duoc
danh gia la con nguoi thanh dat, c6 du tai nang,
pham hanh. Tham chi, trong chuyén hén nhan,
theo quan niém cha ngudi Khmer xuwa, dé ung
thudn va ga con gai minh cho mgt thanh nién nao
do, tiéu chudn dau tién la chon nhirng chang trai da
trai qua thoi gian tu hoc trong chua.Tu khéng phai
dé thanh Phat ma tu dé thanh ngudi, chuan bicho
cudc séng tot dep & ngay mai, |a mot co hdi tot dé
ho hoc chit nghia, dao ly va dirc hanh, rén luyén
tam tinh theo gidiludtva theo triétly nhansinh cla
nha Phat... Ddng thoi di tu theo nép nghi clia ngudi
Khmer ciling la mot cach tich phudc cho cha me, gia
dinhva chinh ban than minh.

Céc vi su sai trong chua Khmer dwoc nguoi dan
kinh trong vi la nhitng nguwoi cé tri thirc, kinh
nghiém séng, 1a luc lvong wu td cha dan tdec va xa
héi Khmer truyén théng, nén cé nhiéu dnh hudng
dén tin d6. Sw sdi duoc coi la ngudi “Thay” trong
d&iséngtinh than cta ho; 1a ngudicham lo, huéng
dan, dai dién cho ho trong viéc dao. Cac vi su sai
trong chua Khmer |a diém tya tinh than cla ca
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Phum, Srok c vao cac ngay |& quan trong trong
nam, dic biét vao nhirng ngay ram cdc vi Sa di, Ty
Khuwu, Dai Dirc, Thuwgng toa cung ba con Phat tir lai
té twu dé nghe Su Ca thuyét phap. Khéng chigidng
giai y nghta sau sac trong cac 1 rdn cla Dirc Phat
ma Su Ca con nhac nhd moi ngudi phat huy sy
trong sadng clia Phat Giao Nam Téng Khmer, cung
nhau khac phuc khé khan, hing hai ting gia san
xuat dé nang cao doiséng.

Ngoai viéc tu tap, huéng din doi séng tam linh cho
ngudi dan, cac vi su sdi con 1a ngudi hudng dan,
dao tao kién thirc, dao tao nghé, ky thuat san xuét,
truyén day von séng cac thé hé ngudi Khmer. Cac vi
sw sdi Khmer cling 1a nhitng tri thirc Khmer, ho ndm
nhirng tinh hoa tri thirc da tich ITy t&r bao doi nay
cla dan tdéc Khmer tlr ngdn ngilt dén nghé thuét,
kinh nghiém sdn xuit dén (ng xr trong cudc
s6ng... Trong thi gian cadc thanh nién Khmertu hoc
tai chlia, nhitng tri thirc cta cdng ddong Khmer
duogc cac vi su trao truyén gidp ho nang cao nhan
thirc va hiéu biét. Suv s3i 1a ngudi tréng coi, bao
quan, trung tu va lam khang trang co' s& tho tu cla
Phat gido Nam tdng Khmer; gdp phan bao tdn,
phat huy cdc gid tri van héa clia ddng bao Khmer;
g6p phan boéi dudng nang cao trinh dé kién thirc
cho thanh thi€u nién Khmer; duy tri, phat trién
tiéng ndiva chirviétriéng ciia ddng bao Khmer.

Trong suét chiéu dai lich s, tir khdng chién chéng
Phdap, chéng My cho dén khi dat nuwéc gianh duoc
doc lap hoan toan, nha chua Khmer luén déng
hanh cung dan toc, déng gép nhiéu cdng strc cho
sy nghiép dau tranh giai phdng dan toc cling nhw
s nghiép xay dung va phat trién dat nwdc. Khi dat
nudc bi xam lang, dan tdc Khmer vai truyén théng
c6 két bén virng trong ca nhan, gia dinh va Phum,
Srok da quyét tdm gianh lai nén doc lap, tw do cho
dan téc minh. Tinh than yéu nuwdc, diu tranh quét
cuwong trong ho dang cao Ién gap bdi lan trong
hdan canh dat nwdc gap nguy nan. Phong trao yéu
nudc trong cac su sdi Khmer dién ra hét strc s6i ndi.
Chua Khmer tré thanh can clr dia cach mang, su séi
va tin d6 Khmer tré thanh nhirng “chién si cich
mang” hoat dong du kich, tham gia tiép té€ luvong
thuc cho khang chién va ho tro chién dau, 1a co s&
hoat dong bi mat, noi nudi chira, bao vé can bd
cdch mang d3 phat huy truyén théng yéu nudc
thong qua dé nha chua Khmer da gido duc duoc
tinh than yéu nwéc trong moi ca nhan trén dja ban.

Bén canh d6, d6i véi ngudi dan cac dia phwong cé
chua duwgccong nhan la ditich lich s&r—vén hda cac
cép, diéu d6 la niém hanh dién, ty hao to Ién nhu
:Chua Bodhiculamani (Chua Ap Séc) duogc cong
nhén la di tich lich s&r cdch mang cap qudc gia, toa
lac & Ap Sdc, x3 Huyén Hdi, huyén Cang Long, tinh
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Tra Vinh; chua Ang ((Tra Vinh) déu dwoc Bd Van
héa, Thé thao va Du lich xép hang di tich lich sir —
van hda cap qudc gia; Chua Xray Tén (An Giang)
duocBo Van Hoa-Thong Tin xép hang la ditich kién
trdc nghé thuat... 1a niém ty hao clda céng déng
Phum, Srok ma hon thé, cac dia phuwong nay sé con
nhan dugc quan tdm, ho tro clia cdc cap trong viéc
gilr gin, tén tao va phat huy nhitng gia tri tot dep
cla nha chua. Théng qua cong tac khao sat, [ap ho
so, phan dinh, danh gid gia tri di tich cla cac co
quan chuyén nganh, ngudi dan con cé thé duoc
hiéu rd hon nhirng gid tri quy bau vé cac mat lich
stt, van hda, kién tric nghé thuit cla cac chua
Khmer ma ho dang gin git* dé trong qua trinh gin
gilt, trung tu, sira chita s& khéng lam mat di nhitng
dau tich c6 gia tri van hda, lich sk, kién tric do
thiéu hiéu biét.

Quan diém cla Phat gido ludn cho rang, con nguoi
phai d&i x(r v&i gidi tw nhién theo nguyén tac trung
dao, phai séng dwa vao ty nhién, bao ton ty nhién
dé ton tai [5: tr 154]. Dua trén nén tang cua triét ly
va gidiluat cha nha Phat (nhu duyén khéi, luan hoi,
nghiép bdo, nhan qua, ngii gidi cdm...), Phat gido
d3 gido hoa con ngudi séng thién, khéng sat sinh
mudn loai, yéu su séng va ton trong tu nhién. Diéu
nay khéng chi gidp “tu tdm, dudng tinh” cho con
ngudi ma con gop phan hinh thanh 16i hanh x&
“thién” v&i thé gidi tw nhién va moi trwdng séng. Vi
thé, Trong khuén vién cda chla, cdc vi su va cac
Phat t&r Khmer thudng xuyén cham lo tréng céac
loai cay an trdiva nhiéu loai cay lau ndm 1y gb; diéu
dé tao nén moi trwdong sinh thai tyw nhién trong
lanh, thdang mét, cung cap nhiéu 6xy cho sy séng.
Nhiéu ngdi chlia cé vudn cdy cd thu lau doi, quy
hi€m (nhuw cay sén, cay bang lang, cay sao, cay dau,
cay trac, ...); ching vira tao nhiéu béng mat cho
phat tlrva khach thap phwong vé 18 bai, tham quan
canh chua, vira tao diéu kién cho cac loai chim thu
vé tri ngu rat déng duc. Y thire gay dung khong
gian xanh, thanh tinh & chén thién mén cung vai
viéc cAm sat sinh mudn loai trong gido luat d3 lam
cho khuon vién cla cdc nha chtia Khmer tré thanh
noi ly tudng dé cho cac loai chim, doi, co, vac, bd
néng, cdn trung va muén vat dén cu trd 1au nam tai
day. Cung vdi sy hoa quyén giitra nghé thuat kién
tric doc dao va dién tich cay xanh bao phl, moi
chlia Khmer déu toat |én vé trang nghiém, thanh
tinh lai vira nhuw mot “1a phdi xanh” cé tac dung gan
k&t con ngudi vadi thién nhién trong lanh va gido
duc con nguoi y thirc bao vé méi trwong. Sy hinh
thanh moi trwong sinh thai tw nhién trong mdi ngoi
chua Khmer chinh Ia hinh thirc bao vé méi truong
trong sach ma cd nhan loai dang kéu goi nham
huwdng téi sy phat trién bén virng.
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Bén canh d9, nhirng hoat dong van hdéa nhu dua
ghe ngho, duoc t6 chirc trong céc dip 1€ 1é cling
gilp duy tri va phat huy nhitrng gid tri van héa dac
trung clia cong déng Phum, Srok. Qua nhitrng lan
t6 chirc, con ngudi dugc séng lai véi nhirng gid tri,
trong nhirng khdng gian vdn hda d3 thanh truyén
théng tlr Idu doi ma nay néu khéng c6 nhirng dip
nhu thé& nay rat cé thé s& bi 1ang quén hodc mai
mot, mat di. V&i I&p tré, viéc tiép xtc va cod y thire
rd rang déi vdi nhirng gid tri cha van héa ma céc
hoat déng cldia chua mang lai I3 mét viéc quan
trong khéng kém. Vi khi duoc tiép xdc va séng
trong nhirng khéng gian sinh hoat hoi he, nhirng
trd choi vao dip |18 cla chua, ho s& cé co hoi dé
hiéu hon vé nhirng tai san quy bau. Mét khi hiéu
ho sé thdy dworc cdi hay, cdi dep va quy cta ching,
tlr d6 sé biét yéu, biét ty hao va cd y thirc trach
nhiém cta nhitng ngudi k& can trong doi ngii git
gin, ti€p ndi, phat trién nhirng gia tri tot dep cla
nhachuaKhmer.

Ngay nay, trong thoi ky md&i, cac tang si ngudi
Khmer dang tiép tuc dong gop tich cuc trén nhiéu
[inh virc ctia doi sdng x3 héi nhw chinh tri, kinh té,
van hda, gido duc, tir thién x3 hoi... Vai tro, vi tri cha
ho trong doi séng cla ngudi Khmer ngay cang
duwoc nang Ién dang ké&; nhd d6 cé sw gdn két chat
ché gitra cac hoat déng dao cla cac chua chién vai
hoat déng doi ciia nhan dan trong Phum, Srok. Ho
tré thanh ciu ndi quan trong gitta ngudi dan
Khmer véichinh quyén. Ho tich cwc van déng dong
bao dan toc Khmer, cac phat t&r Khmer thuc hién
tét nghia vu cdng dan, phat huy y thire ty lwe, ty
cuwong x6a bdé dan moét s6 tap quan lac hau, tham
gia tich cuc vao san xuat x3 héi. Nh& d6 long yéu
nuwdc trong lich s&r d4u tranh gidi phéng dan toc d3
duoc nang |én thanh tinh than yéu nuwdc trong giai
doan hoa binh vi muc tiéu xdy dwng dat nuwédc phat
trién giau manh va bén vitng, theo dung tén chi,
muc dich “dao phap-dantécva chd nghiaxa hoi”.

C6 thé noi nha chua Khmer Nam Bd d3 gdép phan
gido ducvan hoda, tinh yéu qué huong dat nudec,
gilip con ngudi hiéu dugc va gin git? nhirng truyén
théng quy bau ctia mdi cdng dong, dia phuong,
nhat|a|&p tré hiéu hon vé truyén thénglich str, van
héa clia qué huong, gid tri cia moi truong sinh thai
tlr d6 cb y thirc va da tri thire dé ganh véac trach
nhiém gilr gin va phat huy gid tri ngéi chua cta dia
phuwong minh.

2.4. Chirc nang cd két cong dong

Do d&i sdng cla nguwdi Khmer trong Phum, Srok
con nhiéu han ché vé vat chat, ngudi Khmer lai cw
trd cach xa trung tdm kinh té xa hoi va tinh chat
khép kin ctua d&i séng Phum, Srok clng vdi sy chi
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phdi cta tdn gido nén trong nép séng, 16i suy nght
cla nguoi Khmer luén cé xu hudng nwong tua vao
nhau dé ton tai, ddng thoiy thirc dan téc va céc gid
tri séng cha ngudi Khmer da tré thanh “ chat keo”
két dinh moi ngudi vdinhau, viéc tham gia vao sinh
hoat vdn hda, |1& nghi tdn gido tai chua thuong
xuyén da giup céc ca nhan c6 co hdi hoa hop, gan
glii cung nhau, hiéu biét 1an nhau hon. Cung vdi
triét ly Phat gido d3 gitip cho ngudi Khmer séng gan
bé, dum boclan nhau.

Chua Khmer duoc coi la trung tdm sinh hoat van
héa cla ca cong dong, nhirng dip clng |é trong
chua cling chinh 1a dip dé ba con trong Phum, Srok
xich lai gan nhau, doan két v&i nhau dé clng lo viéc
clia nha chua. Moi viéc 1&n nho déu do ba con
chung tay gbp strc, dong y, dong long thi mai lam
dwoc nén qua dé, cang cd y nghta gan két va cling
c6 tinh cdm xém giéng gan gii.

C6 thé néi, viec déng gbp tién cla, hay chuan bi cac
|& vat dang cling |&n Blrc Phat, cac vi su sdi déu do
nguoi dan chung tay thyc hién mot cach chd dong
va tich cuc, ho ty dong dong goép, tap hop nhau lai
dé cung chuan bicaclé vatdanglénnhachlua. Déla
tinh than chung cta ngudi dan cac dia phuong khi
dién ra cac |18 hoi thuan tdy Phat gido nhu 18 Nhap
ha, 1& Xuat ha, 1& ban hanh gido ly, 1 cau siéu, 1é
dang 4o ca sa (Kathan Na Tean); I& ddt com vat
(Phua Chum Bon), L& Phat dan (Bon Visaka
Bochesa)... déu dién ra & chuia. Day 13 |1 16n trong
dao Phét, d3 tréd thanh phong tuc, 4n twong an sau
vao tam tri moi ngwdi dan Khmer, cdng tac chuan bj
mang dén khdng khi phan khdi, vui vé va tran day
hi vong vi tuy tdm, tuy y mbi ngudi, song hau nhu ai
cling muén thé hién tdm y tét dep nhat cda minh
dé dang Ién chua, mong duoc Dirc Phat Thich Ca
chirng giam.

Bén canh d6 nhitng ngay 1& hdi dan toc, viéc biéu
dién vin nghé, sinh hoat vui choi va ca sinh hoat
van héa cong dong Phum, Srok ciing dién ra & chua
mot cach séi ndi, tiéu bidu 1a: LE Ndm mdi (Pithi
chél chnam Thmay), 1& Cing éng ba (Pithi sen
Dolta), I& Cung trang (Ok om bok)... ba con Khmer
thuwdng quan tu vé chuia dé t6 1ong thanh kinh véi
Dirc Phat, tung kinh, nghe gidng kinh.Day 12 dip dé
con ngudi thé hién ldong biét on d6i vdi té tién, 6ng
ba, cha me qué cd va ké ca nhirng ngudi con séng;
cau mong nhitng diéu tét lanh cho ngudi than
trong gia dinh, phum, sdc; bay té long thanh kinh
va biét on than, thdnh d3 mang lai mua mang boi
thu, ban phuwéccho nguwoidan.

Cac ngay & hdi 1&n cla ngudi Khmer dugc nha
chlia t6 chirc d3 tao ra khdng gian gan két cong
doéng dan tdc vira 1a dip dé gdp g& vui choi giai tri
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sau nhirng thang ngay lao dong vat va, dong thoi
day ciing 1a dip cac chlua t6 chirc cho déng bao
trong cadc Phum, Srok dua tai qua cac cudc thi dau
thé thao, vdn nghé, thé hién sy nhanh nhen, khéo
léo, déo dai qua dua ghe ngo, dua bé, dua bo vung
7 nui (An Giang)... Hau hét cac tro choi nay déu can
dén strc manh cla tap thé, sy déng long phdi hop
cta nhirng ngudi choi chinh cung su ¢6 vii tinh
than cta c6 déng vién. Day khong chi 1a dip dé
ngudi dan vui choi gidi tri sau nhirng ngay lao déng
mét nhoc ma con cd vai trd cdng cd tinh cdm xém
giéng. Ngudi dan cé thé vi viéc chung ma bd qua
nhirng hiéu [am, gidn hon, hiém khich khéng dang
c6; vi su ky vong cla tap thé xém, t6; vi danh dy
chung cta ca Phum, Srok tham chi la danh dv cla
nha chua (trong dua ghe ngho) ma doan két va c6
gang hét minh trong luyén tap va thi dau dé mang
vé két qua caonhét.

Trong nhi*rng ngay |& hdi, & chua cé rat nhidu ngudi,
khdng chi ¢ cac tin d6 Phat gido ma cd ca sy tham
gia clia ca nhitng nguoi dan trong Phum va kém
theo la cac tro choi dan gian, mua, hat...Khéng khi
I& hoi dién ra nhdn nhip va ndo nirc, nghé thuat co
truyén cda ngudi Khmer duwgce phat huy tac dung:
san khau truyén théng Yuké, Robdam, mua dan gian,
nhuw: Sarikakeo, Saravan, Ram vong... Trong cac
budi trinh di&n van nghé mang day ban sac van hoa
nay, toan thé déng bao Khmer quan tu tai chtia dé
cung nhau mua hét, tién hanh cac nghi 18 truyén
théng tao nén su gan két giita cac ca nhan trong
Phum, Srok .Day la dip hiém quy trong nam dé ba
con chom xém, dac biét la nhitng ngudi di lam an
xa subt cd nam mdi dwoc tu hop, gip mat, trod
chuyén v&i ba con xdm giéng va vui choi, hat ho
cung nhau dé 13y dé lam déng lyc tinh than cho
mot ndm mdai vui vé, thuan lgi. Nhiéu chua Khmer
hién nay con bao lwu nhirng bd nhac cu dan tdc rat
ddc sdc. Cho dén nay, cac ngdichuavan la cac trung
tam van hoa, vai khong gian réng da trd thanh noi
giao luu gdp g& cla moi ngudi, moi ltra tudi vao
nhitng ngay tuan tiét, 1& hoi giip moi ngudi doan
k&t véinhau hon.

Cé thé ndi moi biéu twong cé tinh thiéng cda mot
cOng dong déu cd thé trd thanh lién két tinh than
gitta nhirng cd nhan trong cdng dong d6. Nha chua
cla ngudi Khmer 13 biéu tugng linh thiéng duorc
ngudi dan noi day tin md bao doi. Chinh vithé,nha
chua Khmer d3 phat huy vai trd chirc nang cé két
cong dong, that chit tinh nghia cta ba con trong
Phum, Srok.

Bén canh dé, nhiéu vij su s3i co trinh d6, c6 dao
hanh da tich cuc tham gia cdc cong tdc xa hodi, tham
gia H6i déng nhan dan, Uy ban Mat tran cac cap da
gop phan vao cdng viéc van déng thuc hién cac

Hong Bang International University Journal of Science

chinh sach cGa Pang va Nha nudc va cac phong
trao quan chung & dia phuwong.Dién hinh nhu: Dai
dirc Son Vi Bao - Tru tri chua Phnoroka (Séc Trang)
vao dip cac ngay ram cé phat t&r dén chua déng
dao, dai dlrcvan dong, tuyén truyén ba con phat tir
luén chap hanh tét cdc chl truwong, chinh sach cua
Dang, phap luat cia Nha nwdc va hudng (rng cac
phong trao ma dia phuong phat dong; ¢ ging
tang gia san xuat, nham vuwon Ién &n dinh cudc
s6ng va cung vdichinh quyén dia phwong xay dung
néng thon mai. Chua Phu Tirc thudc xa Pha MY,
huyén My Tu (Soc Trang) do Pai dirc Lam Vanh Ni
lam Tru tri, Dai dirc LAm Vanh Ni rat quan tdm dén
viéc tu hoc cla su sdi, ddng vién con em phét ti
chdm chi hoc hanh. Bén canh dé, Pai dirc con mé
|&p day chit Khmer cho con em phét t&r hang nam
vao dip he. Két thuc khéa hoc, mdi hoc sinh duoc
dai dirc ho tro tir 5 d&€n 10 cudn tap. Dai dirc Lam
Vanh Ni cho biét: “Chua chién phai trang nghiém,
sach, dep, su sdi phai chap hanh tét, ding theo gidi
luat clia Dlrc Phat, vi nguoi tu ludn duoc ba con
phat tlr ton kinh nén ban than phai gwong mau. Ti
dé cho thay cdc vi su sdi cd vai tro rat quan trong
trong viéc gido duc vin héa, dan toc 1a cau néi gan
két gitta ngudi dan vdi chinh quyén dia phuong,
gbp phan xay dwng Phum, Srok ngay cang phéat
trién hon cho cdng d6ng ngudi Khmer & Nam Bo.

3.KETLUAN

Qua phan tich cdc chlrc ndng clia nha nha chua
Khmer Nam B6 da thay duocvaitro gido ducvan
héa,dantdcratrd. Tahiéu duocphannaolidovi
sao trong cudc séng hién dai ngay nay, nha chua
Khmer van cé strc anh hudng manh mé déi voi
céng déng dan toc Khmer. Chinh nhirng gia tri,
vai tro clia nha chua Khmer Nam B& d3 tao nén
strcséng bén chat qua nhirng thlrthach khécliét
clalich st cling nhu nhitng bién ddido qua trinh
hoinhap.

Nhirng gid tri to Ién dy d3 dwoc cu thé hoa trong
tirng chirc nang cda nha chua Khmer. V& méat tdm
linh, niém tin vao Blrc Phat Thich Ca cung véi cac vi
su sadi trong chua chinh la chd dwa, ctru canh tinh
than va la liéu phap tdm li giup dan téc Khmer noi
riéng va cac cdng dong dan téc khac ndéi chung co
doéng luc vuon 1én sdng tét. V& mat dao dire, nha
chua Khmer cé nhitng tac dong tich cwc hwdng con
ngudi dén nhirng gia tri chan —thién —my, cdng cd
cac gia tri tich cwc trong dao dirc, 16i séng cla
ngudi Khmer. V& mat gido duc, nha chuia cé nhiéu
nd luc trong viéc gin gilt ban sac van hda riéng cla
ngudi Khmer,duy tri phong tuc tap quén, chit viét
truyén théng cda nguwdi Khmer va phét huy tinh
than yéu nudec, long tu hao vé qué huong, dugc cu
thé héa qua nhirng di san quy bau cta dia phuong
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va y thirc bdo vé méi trwdng tu nhién, trach nhiém
ddivéinhirng gid trivan héatruyén théng ctia cong
déng, gidp duy tri va phat trién van hdéa dan toc.
D3i vai cong déng, nha chua Khmer |a mét trung
tam sinh hoat van hda, thé hién vai trd c6 két mai
quan hé cac cd nhan, tap thé trong Phum, Srok
thong qua qua trinh thyc hanh cac nghi 1é trong

chua cling nhu céc hoat déng 1& hoi vao cac dip
trong ndm duwoc nha chliaté chirc.

C6 thé ndi nha chuia Khmer c6 anh hudng dén
nhiéu linh vwc ngudi Khmer, ton tai 1au bén véi
nguwdi Khmer Nam Bé va c6 mot vai trdo hét sirc
quan trong trong viéc gilt gin va phat huy cac gia tri
van hdadantdc @ Nam BO.
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The role of ethnic culture education of Khmer temples

inthe South

ABSTRACT

Nguyen Thi Thu Hang

The Khmer people in our country have more than 700.000 people, living mainly in the South, especially in
the Mekong Delta province, the people live stretching along the dunes (floats), into the Phum, Srok
interspersed with the Vietnamese and the Chinese. In the spiritual life of the Khmer, it is impossible not to
mention Buddhism. Theravada Buddhism was introduced to the Khmer here in the 13th century and
became their official religion. Due to the need to perform religious ceremonies and spiritual activities for
people in different regions that Khmer pagoda was born. This article uses the method of applying the
functional theory of Radcliffe - Brown and B. Malinowski together with scientific and practical data
obtained through fieldwork - experience and text analysis with the goal of making clearly understand the
functions of psychology, morality, community cohesion, emphasizing the role of ethnic cultural education
of pagodas for individual life and Khmer community in the South in the current context. The results show
that the Khmer Temple in the South is a sacred space that plays an extremely important role in the cultural,
religious and spiritual life of the Khmer people in the Southern region in preserving and promoting cultural
values nationalization.

Keywords: Khmer pagoda, Southern region, function
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